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D R A F T 9/30/201610/12/16
INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS
The School Committee believes that materials appropriate to the needs of the school
program must be available to each student and teacher. These materials include print
and/or digital textbooks and accompanying consumables, supplementary materials, library
materials, and any other materials used to educate students. These will be furnished by
theThe School Committee, subject to budgetary constraints, will furnish these materials.
The task of selecting instructional materials for programs will be delegated to the
professional staff of the school district. Because instructional programs and materials are of
great importance, the School Committee expects the professional staff to select only those
materials that are aligned with the following criteria will be approved by the School
Committee:
1. They must present balanced views of international, national, and local issues and
problems of the past, present and future.
2. They must stimulate growth in factual knowledge, literary appreciation, aesthetic and
ethical values.
3. They must help students develop abilities in critical reading and thinking.
4. They must help develop and foster an appreciation of cultural diversity and
development in the United States and throughout the world.
5. They must provide for all students an effective basic education that does not
discriminate on the basis of race, age, color, religion, national origin, sex, gender
identity, physical disabilities or sexual orientation.
6. They must allow sufficient flexibility for meeting the special needs of individual
students and groups of students.
7. They must support the District Strategic Objectives and the District Core Values.
The Superintendent or designee shall establish a process and guidelines for the selection of
major instructional materials, such as textbooks or comprehensive curriculum programs that
educators will be required to use as part of the core curriculum.
SOURCE: Massachusetts Association of School Committees (MASC)
LEGAL REFS.: M.G.L. 71:48; 71:49; 71:50
Department of Elementary and Secondary Education (DESE) regulations
603 CMR 26.00
CROSS REF.: KEC, Public Complaints about the Curriculum or Instructional Materials
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INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS
The School Committee, in the context of the budget process, has the authority to determine
what funds are available for the purchase of instructional materials. The professional staff of
the school district have the authority to select all instructional materials, subject to whatever
guidelines the Superintendent wishes to set. The School Committee encourages the
Superintendent to include stakeholders in any decisions about broad commitments to
particular curricular approaches.
All families have the right to request of teachers that their individual children have access to
alternative instructional materials, if the families provide reasonable and timely notification
that they object to specific materials. The Superintendent has the final authority in
determining how to address complaints about the selection of instructional materials.
(eliminate policy KEC)
SOURCE: Massachusetts Association of School Committees (MASC)
LEGAL REFS.: M.G.L. 71:48; 71:49; 71:50
Department of Elementary and Secondary Education (DESE) regulations
603 CMR 26.00
CROSS REF.: KEC, Public Complaints about the Curriculum or Instructional Materials
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Education Laws and Regulations
Advisory on School Governance
http://www.doe.mass.edu/lawsregs/advisory/cm1115gov.html#IVS
Last updated November 1, 1995

IV. Selection & Purchase of Textbooks and Educational
Materials
State law: The principal at each school, subject to the direction of the superintendent, shall, at the
expense of the school district, purchase textbooks and other educational materials and supplies. The
purchases must be within the budget approved by the school committee, and are to be made in
accordance with the Uniform Procurement Act (G.L. c. 30B) and any purchasing guidelines adopted by
the municipality. (G.L. c. 71, [[section]] 48)
Department of Elementary and Secondary Education recommendations: The principal,
under the direction of the superintendent, is responsible for selecting and purchasing textbooks and
other educational materials and supplies to be used by students in the school. The superintendent's
involvement in the process is to ensure that the books and materials selected for any particular school
are consistent with the educational goals and policies established by the school committee. The school
committee, in approving a budget for the district, establishes the budgetary limits within which the
principal and superintendent must operate.
G.L. c. 71, [[section]] 50 still permits the committee to make a change in the "school books used in the
public schools" by a two-thirds' vote. We view that law as applying only to a textbook change that
constitutes a significant shift in educational direction for the district. As a general rule, the school
committee does not approve or reject textbooks and educational materials.

10/12/2016

General Laws: CHAPTER 71, Section 37

Print
PART I ADMINISTRATION OF THE GOVERNMENT
TITLE XII EDUCATION
CHAPTER 71 PUBLIC SCHOOLS
Section 37 Powers and duties; superintendent serving joint districts

Section 37. The school committee in each city and town and each regional school district shall have the
power to select and to terminate the superintendent, shall review and approve budgets for public
education in the district, and shall establish educational goals and policies for the schools in the district
consistent with the requirements of law and statewide goals and standards established by the board of
education. The school committee in each city, town and regional school district may select a
superintendent jointly with other school committees and the superintendent shall serve as the
superintendent of all of the districts that selected him.

https://malegislature.gov/Laws/GeneralLaws/PartI/TitleXII/Chapter71/Section37/Print
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General Laws: CHAPTER 71, Section 48
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PART I ADMINISTRATION OF THE GOVERNMENT
TITLE XII EDUCATION
CHAPTER 71 PUBLIC SCHOOLS
Section 48 Textbooks and school supplies

Section 48. The principal at each school, subject to the direction of the superintendent, shall, at the
expense of the school district, purchase textbooks and other school supplies, and consistent with the
district policy, shall loan them to the pupils attending such school free of charge. If instruction is given in
the manual and domestic arts, the principal may so purchase and loan the necessary tools, implements
and materials. The principal shall also, at like expense, procure such apparatus, reference books and
other means of illustration, as may be needed. Said purchases shall be made in accordance with
chapter thirty B and within the purchasing guidelines adopted by the municipality where such
purchases are made if such guidelines exist.

https://malegislature.gov/Laws/GeneralLaws/PartI/TitleXII/Chapter71/Section48/Print
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General Laws: CHAPTER 71, Section 50

Print
PART I ADMINISTRATION OF THE GOVERNMENT
TITLE XII EDUCATION
CHAPTER 71 PUBLIC SCHOOLS
Section 50 Change of school books

Section 50. A change may be made in the school books used in the public schools by a vote of two
thirds of the whole school committee at a meeting thereof, notice of such intended change having been
given at a previous meeting.

https://malegislature.gov/Laws/GeneralLaws/PartI/TitleXII/Chapter71/Section50/Print
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