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O v e r v i e w

This report provides information about the district's planning for the implementation of the
revised Next-Gen MCAS that starts in April, 2017.

Next-Gen MCAS incorporates design features of the PARCC assessments and is available in an
online format. The Department of Elementary and Secondary Education (DESE) required that all
students in grades 4 and 8 take the online MCAS this year, with limited exceptions for districts
facing extraordinary hurdles converting to the online program. DESE gave districts the option to
include other grades in the online version of MCAS.

Lincoln Public Schools has opted to include grade 3 in this online testing. Given that these
students will be required to take the test in its online format when they are in grade 4, it seemed
prudent to avoid having them begin standardized testing with paper only to shift to online testing
the following year.

Half of our students in the tested grades, therefore, will participate in online testing (grades 3, 4
and 8), while half will participate in paper-and-pencil testing (grades 5, 6 and 7).

The STE MCAS for grades 5 and 8 continues to be available only in a paper-based format.

The district's preparations for MCAS have included the following actions:

• Administrator and technology staff participation in numerous DESE webinars and
conference calls on the technology resources and preparations necessary for online testing,
along with procedures related to the new online student registration processes.

• Technology department preparation of all computer-based testing devices, along with the
infrastructure necessary to support the online testing platform, including the completion of
the Lincoln School wireless network upgrade project.

• Development and dissemination of a message regarding the district's perspective on
MCAS testing (attached). This message was designed to allay teacher anxiety about the
new tests and to enumerate the types of support the district will be providing to both
teachers and s tuden ts .

• District-led training for administrators regarding the online testing platform, the look and
feel of the revised tests, accommodations necessary for students with special needs, etc.
This training has been followed by individualized support for Principals and Special
Education Coordinators to ensure timely completion of state-required tasks.



• Development and implementation of training sessions for all educators involved in MCAS
testing; these sessions include awareness of the online testing platform, guidance on how
and when students will participate in online practice sessions, the look and feel of the
revised assessments, both paper-and computer-based, etc. (Sample training documents
attached.)

• Development of content-area guidance documents that highlight changes with the new
assessments, along with differences between the paper- and computer-based versions of
the tests. (Sample ELA document attached.)

• Development of students' technology skills to prepare them for computer-based testing
through keyboarding instruction in grades 3-5, direct technology instruction, and the
general integration of technology into curriculum.

• Computer-based testing user interface tutorials and practice sessions led by classroom
teachers, curriculum specialists and instructional technology specialists for all students
participating in the computer-based version of MCAS to be completed in March.

• Simulated computer-based tests in late March to give students and faculty experience with
the new testing system and test our infrastructure.

• Communication with parents to make them aware of the changes in the state's
standardized testing program, including the implementation of online testing in certain
grades.

Given the amount of work required to transition to online testing and the switch to a revised
version of MCAS, and despite the challenges the state has faced with adhering to its own timelines
to launch Next-Gen MCAS, district staff have done an excellent job preparing for this spring's
testing season.

We commend the work of Rob Ford and the Technology Department and the Content Specialists,
in particular, for their leadership in ensuring that our students and teachers are prepared for the
n e w t e s t s .

(



District Perspective on Next-Gen MCAS
Lincoln Public Schools, 2/27/16

Given the changes taking piace with MCAS, the district shares the guidance below regarding our overall approach
to the new tes ts .

1. Preparing students
The best way to prepare our students to demonstrate their learning will always be to provide them with
excellent instruction, every day. Rather than "teaching to the test," we encourage faculty to continue with their
regular, strong routines in teaching and learning. Our goal in preparing for this year's MCAS is to bolster
student self-confidence and to reduce anxiety during the spring standardized tests. We encourage you to share
the following messages with your students in advance of the tests:

• This is the first year that some students will take MCAS online.
• Our job is to make sure that you have a sense of what the new MCAS looks like before the test begins.
• Your job is to do your best on the test - and not worry!

2.Compressed state timeline and our response
The state's compressed timeline for rolling out the new assessment will present a challenge to faculty and
students. However, we are going to do everything we can to make the implementation as smooth as possible.
As adults, we will minimize both adult and student stress by:

• ensuring students have the tools they need to be successful with the new computer-based assessment via a
balanced preparation program,

• refraining from over-emphasizing the importance of the assessment or making it seem "high stakes," and
• working to minimize the stress on students through planning and poise

3.The mode effect - and how we're not stressing about it
The state has learned from PARCC pilots in other districts that there is a demonstrated mode-effect when
students shift to computer-based tests. We expect that students taking the test for the first time online will
score lower than in the past. This is not a reflection on students or teachers, but rather an expected
consequence of a shift to the computer-based format.

4 . N o R i s k
LPS has no plans to begin implementing Impact Ratings based on DDMs, and the state is currently
reconsidering the future of DDMs and Impact Ratings. Given the mode effect and the transitional year, the
district wants to allay any concerns about the impact of MCAS scores on a teacher's evaluation, by clearly
committing that the 2017 MCAS performance ratines will not be used in the evaluation process to support ^
fi n d i n a o f " L o w " i m p a c t .



M C A S 2 0 1 7 : L P S Te a c h e r I n f o 2 / 2 7 / 1 7

Computer-based ELA & Math
Gr. 3, 4, 8

Paper-based ELA & Math
Gr. 5. 6, 7

Paper-based STE
Gr. 5 & 8

F i n d m o r e r e s o u r c e s f r o m D E S E a t t h e M C A S r e s o u r c e c e n t e r

(http://mcas.pearsonsupport.com/).

Questions? Contact the people below.

Hardware issues (internet service, testing devices, etc.)
H a n s c o m : D a n e C l u n e
L inco ln : James Su t t i e

Backup: Rob Ford and Joe Dearden

Logging students in and functioning of practice tests Building-based ITS

ELA content; question types, similarity with LPS curriculum,
essays, online tools etc.

Content: Gwen Blumbeg
Online tools: Building-based ITS

Math content: question types, similarity with LPS curriculum,
essays, online tools, etc.

Content: Kathy O'Connell or Ellen Metzger
Online tools: Building-based ITS

Accommodations, accessibility features - online or paper-based
H a n s c o m : D e n i s e O l d h a m
L inco ln : Jenn i fe r Wo l f

Test administration, security, etc. Principals

Test tickets, seal codes Principals

MCAS testing windows, Grades 3-8
ELA: April 3 - May 3
Math: April 4 - May 26
STE: April 5 - May 26



M C A S T r a i n i n g s e s s i o n f o r e d u c a t o r s , 3 / 2 7 / 1 7
D e v e l o p e d b y I T S s t a f f

Computer Based MCAS Interface Checklist

General Navigation and tools: I can...

□ Use the blue arrows to navigate through the different pages of the test
□ Add a bookmark to a question
□ Use the review feature to find unanswered questions and bookmarks
□ Use the answer eliminator to cross out multiple choice answers and then return

to the pointer tool to select an answer
□ Find the word count for an answer where I am required to type in text
□ Locate accessibility tools (accessible only by students who have specific accommodations)
□ Submi t a f i n i shed tes t
□ Write a note in the notepad (ELA)
□ Highlight text (ELA and Math)
□ Drag and drop to answer a question (ELA Grade 4 Q2 and Math Grade 3 Q4)

Math Specific: I can...

□ Explain the difference between the Basic Equation Editor and the Open
Response Equation Editor

□ Enter a fraction in the equation editor
□ Write an equation using number and symbols on the keyboard
□ Write an equation using number keys and symbols in the equation editor
□ Write an equation and change the symbol after I have written the equation (i.e.

change 2 + 3 = 5to2X3 = 6)
□ Move around an equation using the arrow keys
□ Use the undo button and clear button to change an equation
□ Rotate and align the ruler to measure something
□ Open the calculator (Grade 8 - part 2)
□ Open a reference sheet in the math test (Grade 8 only)
□ Expand the basic equation editor and the open response equation editor to see

all the functions, (grade 8 only)



Math Tips on how to use the Equation Editor:

F r a c t i o n s

1. If you want to add two fractions {Yi + %) you will have to add the plus sign
outside of the fraction. To do this, after you have entered the number in the
denominator, move outside the fraction by:

a. pressing the right arrow (the space bar won't work) or
b. clicking to the right of the fraction.

2. You can also create a fraction using the slash key on the keyboard.

F i l l - ln - the-B lank Quest ions
Sometimes there will already be some math in your answer box to help you answer
a question and you will not be able to change the math. You should enter math in all
the empty boxes to answer the question completely. The arrow keys will not work to
move in a fill-in-the-blank question. Use the tab key or click with the mouse to
complete the answer.

Mixing Words and Math

1. When writing words and math together, pressing any of the math symbol
buttons or typing a math symbol on the keyboard will tell the answer box that
you are entering math. As soon as you hit the spacebar or Enter key, the
answer box will switch back to text.

2. Do not add spaces around the plus and equal signs. Entering a space will
make the answer box think that you want to start writing words.

Other tips

1. You can use the keyboard to enter numbers, letters and some math symbols,
but you can't use the keyboard to enter all math symbols.

2. To move around an equation it's best to use the arrow keys.
3. To change an equation you can use the undo/redo buttons or clear all with the

t r a s h .



201T MCAS Practice Test Analysis
Gwen Blumberg, ELA Content Specialist j Lincoln Public Schools

O v e F v i e w o f A l l Te s t s a t A l l G r a d e L e v e l s

Paper and online test samples and answer keys can be found: HEIR
This year's MCAS includes operational items, which count toward a student's score, and matrix items. The matrix portion of the test
consists of field-test and equating questions that do not count toward a student's score.

Operational Test Design by Grade On the operational portion of the test, students will read three passage sets and answer the associated
questions: each passage set will include a single passage or a passage pairing.

Gn
# of 1- Point Questions

(Multiple-choice)

# of 2-polnt Questions
(Multiple-choice or

technology-enhanced)
# of Short Responses

# of Essays
(includes Narrative &
Text-Based Essays)

3 18 4 1 2

4 18 4 1 2

5 18 4 0 3

6 18 4 0 3

7 18 4 0 3

8 1 8 4 0 3

Computer-Based Specifics & TIPS:

i K E A D I l N G T H E O N L I N E PA S S A G E S :
The reading passages are presented in their entirety first (see screenshot below on left) and then reappear on each question or writing page on the
left hand side so students don't hove to toggle back and forth between pages (see screenshot below on the right). There is a highlighting option on
each page with text, but the highlighting does NOT transfer to the next page when the same text appears.
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Grade 5 Paroer Sa imiD le Tes G r a d e 5 O n l i n e S a m i D l e Te s
• 3 reading passages with questions

o Text formats In the sample include:
■ A fiction text (Once in a Life-Time Experience)
■ An article paired with a poem (Penguins)
■ A narrative nonfiction text (Balloons Over Broadway)

o Some (not all) questions have a part A & a part B
■ Part B is dependant upon part A

o Sample questions (paper & online) ask students::
■ t o i n f e r
■ about vocabulary
■ about figurative language
■ to summarize/synthesize (ie: what would be the best

heading for the paragraph)
■ a character's response to a specific event (cause/effect)

• Reading is divided into paragraphs that are numbered
• After answering questions, there is a writing task based on the reading

o In Grade 3, there is a narrative writing task that asks students to
assume the role of one of the characters and write a journal
entry about how that character responded to the main event in
the story. Children are also asked to include how other
characters responded to events in their narrative/journal entry
using details from the passage,

o In Grade 3, there is a paragraph writing task that asks students
to explain how feelings change throughout a poem with a
request to support the response with details from the poem,

o In Grade 3, there is a text-based essay task where students are
asked to explain how the author shows a particular character
trait to the reader. Children are also asked to present and
develop a central idea and provide evidence from the passage,

o On all writing tasks, students are to include correct grammar,
spelling and punctuation

Testing vocQbuiaryto be mindful of that appears in the samples:
supports, "as used in"

Same content as paper, however in lieu of one of the two part multiple
choice questions, there is a drag and drop question.

Paper

Computer

O P a r t A

Read paragraph 14 From the storv-

Mayt>e the cola was warm, or mayba It had been jostled too much,
because when Dad opened it, that bottle erupted like Mount Vesuvius. Cola
overflowed like lava, Dad dropped the bottle, It rolled across the tent floor
spewing Its contents, and we ended up perched on our sleeping bags like
castaways adrllt In a cola sea.

What does that bottle erupted like Mount Vesuvius mean as used In the
paragraph?

® The cola twttle was open and floating In the water.

IS) The cola was bubbling and spilling out.

® The cola bottle was moving around.

(Si The cola was hot.

P a r t B

Which detail from paragraph 14 supports the answer to Part A?

® *. .. the cola was warm... .*

(S *... Jostled too much ..

O . o v e r fl o w e d l i k e l a v a . '

(C) *. . . perched on our steeping bags . . *

Drag and drop Into the chart the way that Dad responds to each event
during the camping trip. Not every response will bo used.

How Dad Responds

Did teeti sM thet the tnp

Dad hunfia th# boys Into the
t a n t

Did geta a»aryer>* to wotit
togalhtr ta mskt It atftly

b a c k t o a n o r o .

D a d l a l k a a b o u t h o w m u c h

f u n R l a t o c a t c h i i a h .

Pad atarta ta faal hapiMr.

E v e n t s How Dad Responds

Derrick oaks II It 1* snowing.

The boys make Iiah laces.

Derrick asks If there should be

w a t e r i n i h a b o a t .



GFade d ParoeF SaumiDl© T©§ G F a d e 4 O i d i m e S a m i D l e Te §
3 readings (one is a set) with questions

o Text formats in the sample include:
■ A fiction text (Those Wacky Shoes)
■ An article (Musical Plumbing)
■ An article paired with a folktale around a common

theme (Fear)
o Some (but not all) questions hove a part A & a port B

■ Part B is dependant upon/supports port A
o Sample questions (paper & online) ask students:

■ a b o u t t h e m e

■ about author's purpose
■ a b o u t c h a r a c t e r t r a i t s
■ how to interpret a diagram
■ how one port of a passage relates to a larger section of

reading
■ details that support the main idea

Reading is divided into paragraphs that are numbered
After answering questions, there is a writing task based on each reading:
0 In Grade 4, there is a text-based narrative writing task that asks

students to put themselves in the main character's shoes (literally &
figuratively) and write a narrative story considering the details the
author used to create characters, settings and events,

o In Grade 4, students are asked why a person has a specific character
trait and to support their responses with important information from
the article.

o In Grade 4, there is a text-based essay task where students are asked
to explain how fear affects people. Children are asked to use
information from the paired reading, present and develop a central
idea, and provide evidence/details from the passage,

o On all writing tasks, students are to include correct grammar, spelling
and punctuation

Testing vocabulary to be mindful of that appears in the samples:
supports, main, mostly, most likely, develop

Same content as paper, however in lieu of one of the two port multiple choice
questions, there is a drag and drop question.

Paper:

O P a r t A

Which is a main theme or the story?

A. Overcoming fear can lead to success.

B. Being creative can solve problems.

C. Knowing a lot of information Is necessary for solving problems.

0. Having a positive attitude can help when things are challenging.

P a r t s

Which sentence from the story best supports the answer to Part A?

A. "I thought It was going to be an ordinary Saturday—but, boy, was I wrong.'

B . " I t r i ed no t t o l ook down . '

C. "The good thing about being stuck in the tree was that I had time to think up
a w i ld Idea . '

D. 'Thanks, guysl ' I said. '

Computer:
Select two details that best support the main Idea of the passage. Drag and
drop two details In the box lat>e(ad "Details That Support the lirlain Idea"

M a i n i d e a

The main character thinks of a clever way to solve a problem.

Details That Support the Main Idea

*lputthtmeneutskl«th«store.'(psnorsp>>3) |

*So thoM titOM wsrent perfect, alter alL* (paragtaiM 12}

"Can you get eomeone to bring a big bucket of wet (Mment? H would realty
help me out" (paragraph 17)

The cement held the shoet in place, and I came out of them.' (parsgrspli 26)



Gipadle 5 Paper Sample Tes"
• 2 readings (one is o set) with questions

o Text formats in the sample include:
■ A fiction text (The Growin' of Paul Bunyan)
■ Two poems (First Night & Beech Leaves)

o Some questions have a part A &a part 8
■ Part B Is dependant upon/supports part A
■ Part 8 may have TWO answers

o Sample questions (paper & online) ask students:
■ about differing points of view
■ a b o u t m o o d
■ howpointof view affects the reader
■ about vocabulary in context
■ how multiple parts of a passage relates to the overall

s t r u c t u r e
• Reading is divided into paragraphs that are numbered
• After answering questions, there is a writing task based on each reading

o In Grade 5. there is a text-based essay task where students are
asked to present and develop a narrative using details from the
passage that considers how a story would be different If it were
told from another character's point of view. Children are then
asked to write the story from that point of view.

o In Grade 5, there is a text-based essay that asks students to
compare 2 speakers' attitudes from 2 different poems. Children
are asked to use information from the paired reading, present
and develop a central idea and provide evidence/details from
the passage.

o On all writing tasks, students are to include correct grammar,
spelling and punctuation

Testing vocabulary to be mindful of that appears in the samples:
supports, main, mostly, most likely, contribute, develop, first-person POV,
a f fec t / e f f ec t

G rad le 5 Oml i i i e SamiD le Tes
Same content as paper, however in lieu of one of the two part multiple choice
questions, there is a drag and drop question.

Paper

Computer

O P a r t A

At tha beginning of Die (tory, how is Johnny's view about his trees different from
P a u l ' s ?

A. Johnny views his trees as food for the rabbits while Paul views them as useful
I n h i s w o r k .

B. Johnny views his trees as the result of hard work while Paul views them as
Objects to win a contest.

C. Johnny views his trees as needing his protection while Paul views them as
needing too much care.

D. Johnny views his trees as friends that he needs to take care of while Paul
views them as something to brag about.

Choose two details, one for Johnny and one for Paul, that support the answer to
P a r t A .

A. "It took you six days to plant 'em an' It took me only three days to chop 'em
d o w n . ' "

B. "Ifs always easier to chop somethin' down than to make It grow."

C. 'Johnny reaches way down In the bottom o' his bag an' holds out a seed.*

D. 'So he takes the little bitty seed an' pushes It down In the ground with the Dp
o'onerBngemail ."

E. 'He pats the soil around it real nice, like he seen Johnny do.'

F. "Don't matter,' says Johnny's voice, 'If the rabbits get the seed."

I I'm* lit* mi—o. I

I — d .

J o f n n y C k W t p M n d u r i n g U i «
i m -

b p r w i d w t f t f fl p t i i n g

F t u I p t t e n N t h a n d ! g r o u n d
thg Mod to hMo n worm.
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orevo Uvt Qfoudng 0 l ro« b
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Grade 6 Pa iDe r Samro le Te§ G r a d e 6 O i n l i n e S a m r o l e Te §
• 2 readings (one is a set)

o Text formots in the sample include:
■ A fiction text (from Magic Elizabeth)
■ A nonfiction text (Maripaluk) paired with a play (from

Matthew Henson: Explorer of the Arctic)
o Some questions hove a port A &a port B

■ Part B is dependant upon/supports part A
■ Part B may have TWO answers

o Sample questions (paper & online) ask students::
■ the purpose of a specific paragraph
■ how attitudes change
■ to infer relationships
■ To note d i f fe rences between characters
■ not ice and note / lowcharacter 's d i f fe rences are

revealed in the play and not the nonfiction passage
■ about vocabulary usage
■ which details would belong in a summary
■ chronological order of details

• Reading Is divided into paragraphs/sections that are numbered
• After answering questions, there is a writing task based on each reading

o In Grade 6, there is a text-based essay task where students are
asked to think about how the author creates a vivid setting and
2 distinct characters and the details used to establish setting &
character. Students are then asked to write what happens next
using what they have learned about the characters & setting.

o In Grade 6, there is a text-based essay that asks readers to
consider how the nonfiction passage helps the reader
understand character traits revealed in the play about the same
character. Children are asked to use Information from both

readings, present and develop a central idea and provide
evidence/details from the passage.

o On all writing tasks, students are to include correct grammar,
spelling and punctuation

Testing vocabulary to be mindful of that appears in the samples:
supports, main, "when taken together," mostly, most likely, conclude,
r e v e a l e d

Same content as paper, however in lieu of one of the two part multiple choice
questions, there is a drag and drop question.

Paper
O P a r t A

How does Selly's attitude change during the passage?

A. At first she Is unhappy, but then she becorrtes satisfied.

B. At first she Is distrustful, but then she becomes confident.

C. At first she Is scared, but then she becomes a litt le curious.

0. At first she Is angry, but then she becomes slightly daring.

P a r t B

Which two sentences from the passage, wtwn taken together, best support the
a n s w e r t o P a r t A ?

A. 'Satly, dinging to Mrs. Chlplc/s plump hand, was almost runnlrrg to keep up
w i t h h e r . '

B. *As they stepped off tha bus, the branches of the tall trees rattled like bones
In the wind."

C "Rain flew Into Sal ly 's eyes and even Into her mouth, and It dr ibbled
unpleasant ly t ieneath the co l lar o f her coat . '

0. 'And yet Sally, at least, was not feeling brave at all."

6. "And It was your own ma left her name In case of an emergency."

F. "i wonder what she's like,' Sally said.'

Computer
Which details from the passage would be ImportaM to Include In a

summary? Drag and drop Into the chart four details in chronological order.

Mr*. Cnipley ano Saey nde
a c r o s s t o w n o n a b u s .

T h a m o o n c a n n o t b e s e e n

neuipi the rain clouds.

Sally wondert aloud about
w h a t h a r A u n t S a r a h l a l i k e .

Tha fsatlwr on Mr*. Chlpl*y%
h a t d r o o p a f r o m i r t a r a i n .

Tha r«n la taHng ao hard that It
a o u n d s S k a d m m b e a t a .

Mrs. Ctilplay and SaOy are

caught ui a sudden rainstorm.

Mr*. CMptey aaplain* why they
are traveling to Aunt Saran*

h o u s e .

STEPS IN PROCESS D E T A I L S

F I r a t

S e c o n d

1

T h W 1
F o u r t h



©ipaui© f iPapeF Saiinpi^ Test 0 F a x l e f B a u m p i e T ^ ^
• 2 readings (one is a set)

o Text formats in the sample include:
■ A passage from a novel (The Fast & the Furriest)
■ A nonfiction article (Blizzard!) paired with a poem (The

Blizzard Voices)
o Some questions have a part A & a part B

■ Part B is dependant upon/supports part A
■ Part B may have TWO answers

o Sample questions (paper & online) ask students:
■ the central idea of a passage
■ author's purpose for including a character
■ authors main purpose in on article
■ why specific writing decisions were mode

• Reading is divided into paragraphs/sections that are numbered
• After answering questions, there is a writing task based on each reading

where students are expected to present and develop a narrative that uses
details from the passage. Students are also expected to include correct
grammar, spelling and punctuation.

o In Grade 7, there is a text-based essay task where students are
asked to write a story that describes what would happen next in
the story in order for one character to change another
character's mind,

o In Grade 7, there is a text-based essay that asks readers write
an essay about how the article and poem portray the central
topic (blizzards).

iL* I l(« I 1*1 »I=11 illiL* III] I»] ii

Omltne Bample
N o t Ye t A v a i l a l b l l e

central idea, supports, main, most likely



Grad le 8 ParoeF Sa imnle Tes G r a d e 8 O i n l i n e S a m i D l e Te §
2 readings (one is a set)

o Text formats in the sample include:
■ A passage from a novel (The 7 Keys of Boiabod)
■ Two paired short stories (Celeste's Heart & Principals &

Principles)
o Some questions have a part A &a part B

■ Part B is dependant upon/supports part A
■ Part B may have TWO answers (although none of the

samples for this grade level had two answers)
o Sample questions (paper & online) ask students:

■ how a paragraph helps develop the overall plot
■ which sentence state the central idea of a passage
■ inferring character's feelings
■ how actions can describe more than one facet of a

character's personality/character
o Reading is divided into paragraphs/sections that are numbered

After answering questions, there is a writing task based on each
reading/set of readings where students are expected to present and
develop a narrative that uses details from the passage. Students are also
expected to include correct grammar, spelling and punctuation.

o In Grade 8, there is a text-based essay task that asks students
to continue the story and include obstacles the character will
face and what he will he have to do to overcome them,

o In Grade 8, there is a text-based essay that asks students to
explain how the themes in the two readings are similar.

Testing vocabulary to be mindful of that appears in the samples:
central idea, develop

Same content as paper, however in lieu of one of the two port multiple choice
questions, there is a question that asks student to click on details within the
passage that show a character's feelings. Students have to scroll through the
entire passage on the left hand side of the screen to see all of the options.
(This is the first time this format has appeared in test samples.)

Computer
Totfcy yoti wll i»atf and anawsr queiUon* about a itory of a men
saaUng to complata an Important mlaalon. When you havo finithad
reading and aniwadng gueaUone. you will write a narrativa atory ueing
dotal la from your madlng.

SaHcttna two detaaaftomaaragoona 1-12 inal lwatahontnaiBWwuddln
has a laaing ol greet raaponaMlty.

Q Bahauddin Shan atuKlad through the darkened Baaeagamy,
[gripping the cold atena wal lor oalenco and kaapaig heed low
toavoldtnaiDCi(ycelma"|.Thaaouneoihialootatapaacneadba6k
at him through the gloom, and hia heart thumped tienoain Ma locse-

tlttlng shirt

O The old man wore a heavy irenkay chain areuhd hie bolt and |n
waignad down on Mm in mora wave than ertal

OThara waa 10 irtUa tjmal

OI QahauOdm held a amali lantern in rue rloht hand thai threw Mt
nhadow onto the dark red wan atxrva himl making Me laea aaam
irrtpcealMy long and Mt beard even tMeker than it raaly was. wMch
waa praity tNek indesd. The ahadow would navs tcaiad the living

E

Paper
P a r t A

Which sentence states a central Idea of the passage?

A. Bahauddin Shah Is lost In a vast underground cave, and he Is frightened.

B. Bahauddin Shah Is the guardian of an important secret that will allow the
people of his city to survive after a destructive attack.

C. The Salt Caverns are a secret underground hiding place for the citizens of the
dty, and Bahauddin Shah is the only one who can open the caverns.

D. Outsiders who come to conquer Bahauddin Shah's city soon realize they are
In very hostile territory.

P a r t B

Which detail from the passage best states the central idea?

A. "The sound of his footsteps echoed back at him through the gloom, and his
heart thumped beneath his loose-fitting shirt." (paragraph 1)

B. "Baladls are survivors. We will rebuild. It just might take some dme."
(paragraph 14)

C. "Balabad's great defense was that It was impossible to hold on to, and any
rational outsider eventually came to the same conclusion." (paragraph 16)

0. "You would never have seen it had you not known where to look."
(paragraph 18)



Lincoln Public Schools, Spring 2017

M C A S S c h e d u l e April & May, 2017
revised as o f 1 /23/17

M O N T U E S W E D T H U R S F R I

April 3 4 5 6 7

ELA, Gr. 3 Lincoln
Session #1, 60 min

ELA, Gr. 3 HPS
Session #1, 60 min

No testing ELA, Gr. 3 (both)
Session #2, 60 min

ELA, Gr. 3 (both)
Session #3, 45 min

1 0 11 1 2 1 3 1 4

ELA, Gr. 6-8
Session #1, 110 min.

No testing (Passover) No testing ELA, Gr. 6-8
Session #2, 100 min.

Good Friday
Hanscom -14 day
Lincoln - no school

1 7 1 8 1 9

S C H O O L
V A C A T I O N

2 0 2 1

2 4 2 5 2 6 2 7 2 8

No testing
(day after vacation)

ELA, Gr. 4-5
Session #1, 60 min.

No testing ELA, Gr. 4-5
S e s s i o n # 2

Gr. 4: 60 min.
Gr. 5: 75 min.

ELA, Gr. 4-5
Session #3, 45 min.

May 1 2 3 4 5

ELA Makeup #1 ELA Makeup #2
No testing M a t h

G r. 4 - 8 H M S
G r. 5 - 8 L i n c o l n
Session #1, 70 min.

M a t h
G r. 4 - 8 H M S
G r. 5 - 8 L i n c o l n
Session #2, 70 min

8 g 1 0 11 1 2

Math, Gr. 4 Lincoln
Session #1, 70 min.

Math, Gr. 4 Lincoln
Session #2, 70 min.

No testing Math, Gr. 3
Session #1, 65 min

STE, Gr. 5 & 8
Session #1, 45 min

Math, Gr. 3
Session #2, 65 min

STE, Gr. 5 & 8, HMS
Session #2, 45 min

1 5 1 6 1 7 1 8 1 9

STE, Gr. 5 & 8, Lincoln
Session #2,45 min.

STE Makeup #1 No testing Math Makeup #2 STE Makeup #2

Math Makeup #1
2 2 2 3 2 4

No testing

2 5 2 6

MCAS testing windows from DESE
ELA; April 3 - May 3
Math: April 4 - May 26
STE: April 5 - May 26

M C A S t e s t f o r m a t s I n L i n c o l n P u b l i c S c h o o l s
ELA and Math

Computer-based tests: Gr. 3, 4, 8
Paper-based tests: Gr. 5, 6, 7

STE: Paper-based tests, Gr. 5 & 8


