
Enrollment numbers for Lincoln and LPS: 

 

DOE “report card” for LPS Includes enrollment, accountability and achievement 

https://profiles.doe.mass.edu/general/general.aspx?topNavID=1&leftNavId=100&orgcode=01570000&orgtype

code=5 

 

Our own 2020 school enrollment report. Page 2 shows enrollment over time.  

https://www.lincnet.org/site/handlers/filedownload.ashx?moduleinstanceid=8958&dataid=21908&FileName=C

ombined%20AR%20October%201%20Enrollment%20Docs.pdf 

 

LSRHS enrollment over time on third slide 

https://www.lsrhs.net/about/business_center_resources 

Look at LS FY22 Budget Sudbury Town Meeting Presentation  

 

Lincoln town numbers 

MAPS demographic charts of town of Lincoln 

https://datacommon.mapc.org/profile/lincoln/education 

 

Here’s the link to the US Census tables for Lincoln that Valerie Fox sent me: 

https://data.census.gov/cedsci/table?g=8600000US01773&tid=ACSDP5Y2019.DP05&hidePreview=false it takes 

a while to upload so wait a little.  There is a lot to explore. 

 

 

Enrollment decline reports from other districts: 

 

Carlisle demographics and enrollment 

Demographic & Financial 

 

Wellesley enrollment reports 

(Be sure to click on the November 3 report and the 2019 Presentation to School Comm) 

District at a Glance | Wellesley Public Schools 

 

 

Articles on regional, national and international enrollment decline: 

 

MAPS article on enrollment decline and housing development 

https://www.mapc.org/enrollment/ 

(Boston) Metropolitan Area Planning Council  

Statewide enrollment is on a steady declineOver the past 15 years, the patterns of housing growth and 

enrollment have changed substantially. The state’s public school enrollment (including local and regional 

districts, as well as charter schools) peaked in 2002 and has been declining ever since, now standing at about 

3% lower than 14 years ago. The enrollment decline in “conventional” districts (municipal and regional districts) 

has been somewhat faster, accelerated by a growing enrollment in charters (which now educate 4.5% of the 

https://profiles.doe.mass.edu/general/general.aspx?topNavID=1&leftNavId=100&orgcode=01570000&orgtypecode=5
https://profiles.doe.mass.edu/general/general.aspx?topNavID=1&leftNavId=100&orgcode=01570000&orgtypecode=5
https://www.lincnet.org/site/handlers/filedownload.ashx?moduleinstanceid=8958&dataid=21908&FileName=Combined%20AR%20October%201%20Enrollment%20Docs.pdf
https://www.lincnet.org/site/handlers/filedownload.ashx?moduleinstanceid=8958&dataid=21908&FileName=Combined%20AR%20October%201%20Enrollment%20Docs.pdf
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https://www.mapc.org/enrollment/


state’s pupils, compared to 3.0% in 2011), but at the statewide level, growing charter enrollment explains only 

about one-third of the decline in local and regional districts. None of the decline in statewide public school 

enrollment can be attributed to a net shift to private schools, which saw a 20% decline in enrollment over the 

same period….. (click link for more) 

Article and link to video The Learning Counsel: 

"Nearly every school district in America is seeing some degree of student attrition. Except for cases of rapid 

population growth or regional migration, traditional public schools are witnessing a phenomenon unseen in 

our lifetimes. Families are just saying “No” to the proffered public classroom experience and instead are opting 

for homeschooling, charter and magnet schools, virtual schools or a blending of multiple options. This year, 27 

percent of school-aged children have opted out. Next year, that number is expected to climb above 30 percent. 

If trends continue unabated, by 2030 we may be looking at nearly 50 percent of school-aged children walking 

away from traditional public education in this country. - more - 

https://thelearningcounsel.com/article/obliterate-enrollment-loss-focusing-experience 

 

from Boston Globe: 

China said Monday that its birthrate plummeted for a fifth-straight year in 2021, moving the world’s most 

populous country closer to the potentially seismic moment when its population will begin to shrink and 

hastening a demographic crisis that could undermine its economy and even its political stability. 

The falling birthrate, coupled with the increased life expectancy that has accompanied China’s economic 

transformation over the past four decades, means the number of people of working age, relative to the 

growing number of people too old to work, has continued to decline. That could result in labor shortages, 

which could hamper economic growth and reduce the tax revenue needed to support an aging society. 

The situation is creating a huge political problem for Beijing, which is already facing economic headwinds. 

Along with the demographic data, the country reported Monday that growth in the last quarter of the year 

slowed to 4 percent . 

China’s ruling Communist Party has taken steps to address the birthrate decline, by relaxing its notorious “one 

child” policy, first allowing two children in 2016 and as many as three since last year. It is also offering 

incentives to young families and promising improvement in workplace rules and early education. 

None have been able to reverse a stark fact: An increasing number of Chinese women don’t want children. 

“China is facing a demographic crisis that is beyond the imagination of the Chinese authorities and the 

international community,” said Yi Fuxian, a professor at the University of Wisconsin Madison, who has long 

argued that China’s Communist Party leaders were underreporting population figures. 

The number of births fell to 10.6 million in 2021, compared with 12 million the year before, according to figures 

reported Monday by the National Bureau of Statistics. That was fewer even than the number in 1961, when the 

Great Leap Forward, Mao Zedong’s economic policy, resulted in widespread famine and death. 

https://thelearningcounsel.com/article/obliterate-enrollment-loss-focusing-experience


the first time since the Great Leap Forward, China’s population could soon begin to contract. The number of 

people who died in 2021 — 10.1 million — approached the number of those born, according to the figures 

announced Monday. Some demographers say the peak may already have occurred. 

“The year 2021 will go down in Chinese history as the year that China last saw population growth in its long 

history,” said Wang Feng, a professor of sociology at the University of California Irvine, adding that the 2021 

birthrate was lower than the most pessimistic estimates. 

Other wealthy societies are experiencing a similar decline, although most experts agree that China’s situation 

has been complicated by the unintended legacy of the government’s “one child” policy, which from 1980 to 

2015 zealously policed women’s reproductive choices. 

While the goal of that policy was to slow the birthrate to promote economic growth, one effect was that there 

are now fewer women reaching childbearing age. The government eased the restrictions on family planning 

just as social and economic conditions improved for women, who began postponing marriage and 

motherhood. Many do not want any children at all. 

“I don’t really want to spend my savings on kids,” said Wang Mingkun, 28, who lives in Beijing and teaches 

Korean language. “I actually don’t hate kids,” she went on. “I actually like them, but I don’t want to raise any.” 

Because the “one child” rule was a pillar of Communist Party policy for decades, questions about its 

consequences have become politically fraught. When a prominent economist wrote last week that the way to 

solve China’s declining birthrate was to print trillions of bank notes, he was promptly censored online. 

Ren Zeping, an economist, wrote in a research paper he posted on social media that if Beijing set aside the 

equivalent of $313 billion to help pay for incentives such as cash rewards, tax breaks for couples and more 

government child-care facilities, it would fix the problem. “China will have 50 million more babies in 10 years,” 

he explained in a research paper he posted on his social media account. 

When his suggestion provoked a fierce debate online, his social media account on Weibo was suspended for 

“violation of relevant laws.” 

Xi Jinping, China’s leader, has proposed similar measures in the past, although not at that scale, choosing 

instead to move more incrementally to avoid highlighting the failures of previous policies. 

More recently, Beijing has promised to revamp laws prohibiting discrimination against working mothers. It even 

banned private tutoring in an effort to tackle soaring education costs and rein in competitiveness among 

young parents — something that couples often cite as a reason for not wanting to have children. 

The National Bureau of Statistics announced the demographic figures Monday as part of its report on the 

country’s economic growth. While overall economic output for the year increased 8.1 percent in 2021, much of 

that growth came in the first half of the year. 

Ning Jizhe, the bureau’s director, said a low birthrate had become commonplace in many countries, citing 

Japan and South Korea. In 2021, he noted, the number of women between 21 and 35 — that is, those born at 

the height of the “one child” era — had decreased by roughly 3 million. 



While he said that the pandemic delayed marriage and births “to a certain extent,” he also noted the increased 

costs of raising children and other social factors. 

He nevertheless expressed hope that China’s population would hold steady in the future, citing the 

government’s decision last year to allow families to have up to three children. “The effect of the ‘three child’ 

policy will gradually emerge,” he said. 

He Yafu, an independent demographer in the southern city of Zhanjiang, disputed that. 

“Basically, in a country with a large population like China, if the difference between the number of births and 

the number of deaths is only a few hundred thousand, it basically belongs in the range of zero growth,” he said 

in a telephone interview. 

The trend, he warned, “cannot be reversed.” 
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