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Dear Families,    February 2, 2007
In keeping with our mission “to provide a high quality learning experience that enables all
students to access a broad program of studies”, the Lincoln Public Schools will begin
distributing monthly Science Calendars to students at different grade levels. The purpose is to
provide meaningful and fun learning experiences outside the classroom where family members
can be involved in the education of students, and students can pursue and develop areas of
personal scientific interest. The activities presented in the calendar are intended to capture the
science that exists all around you, in your backyard, your kitchen, and other areas around your
home. These everyday locations provide natural "laboratories" for children’s curiosity about
the world around them and are easily accessible to all.

 It is hoped that these activities will easily fit into the natural ebb and flow of family life,
perhaps only as conversation topics. While individual teachers and/or teams may decide to use
the calendars along with classroom instruction, there is no expectation that students do a
certain number of activities - this is not homework – or be responsible for presenting them at
school. As your family gets involved with science at home, please keep in mind that the focus is
on process not products and that even the simplest of activities with the most basic of materials
may need parental supervision and guidance. Below are some suggestions to help make science
calendars a positive learning experience for you and your child.

This calendar can also be found on our website www.lincnet.org. We welcome your
constructive feedback. It will help us move forward as we prepare future activities and
resources.

Sincerely,
David Joseph
Science Content Specialist
Lincoln Public Schools
djoseph@lincnet.org

STUDENTS:
•  Select the activities you want to do.
•  Ask yourself, “What do I want to find out? What am I really interested in?”
•  What do I need to use (materials)?
•  What did I learn?

 
ADULTS CAN HELP:
•  Show respect for your child’s ideas and preferences in choosing activities and taking

pride in his/her accomplishments.
•  Encourage your child to choose activities that truly interest them and that they can be

successful in, but help them with explanations and procedures when necessary.
•  Encourage your child to do activity selections in a variety of ways.
•  Have materials readily available . . . paper, crayons, pencils, etc.
•  Plan a family science night and get everyone involved.
•  Share your job or real life application of science with your child.
•  Organize family trips to the museum, zoo, aviary, library, nature and science centers.


